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The Irukandji jellyfish (Carukia barnesi) is a small, but deadly creature that
inhabits the waters of northern Australia. It is one of the most venomous
jellyfish in the world, and its sting can cause severe pain, nausea, vomiting,
and even death.

Appearance

The Irukandji jellyfish is a small jellyfish, with a bell that is only about 1
centimeter in diameter. It has four long, thin tentacles that can extend up to
1 meter in length. The bell is transparent, and the tentacles are white or
slightly blue. The Irukandji jellyfish is often difficult to see in the water, as it
is so small and transparent.
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Habitat

The Irukandji jellyfish is found in the waters of northern Australia, from the
Kimberley region of Western Australia to the Capricorn Coast in
Queensland. It is most commonly found in shallow waters, near beaches
and coral reefs.

Venom

The Irukandji jellyfish's venom is one of the most potent in the world. It
contains a neurotoxin that can cause severe pain, nausea, vomiting, and
even death. The venom is delivered through the jellyfish's tentacles. When
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the tentacles come into contact with human skin, they inject the venom into
the victim's bloodstream.

Symptoms of an Irukandji Sting

The symptoms of an Irukandji sting can vary depending on the severity of
the sting. Mild stings may only cause localized pain and swelling. More
severe stings can cause the following symptoms:

Severe pain

Nausea

Vomiting

Headache

Muscle cramps

Lower back pain

Chest pain

Difficulty breathing

Loss of consciousness

Treatment for an Irukandji Sting

There is no specific antidote for an Irukandji sting. Treatment is supportive
and includes pain relief, anti-nausea medication, and fluids. In severe
cases, hospitalization may be necessary.

Prevention



The best way to prevent an Irukandji sting is to avoid swimming in areas
where the jellyfish are known to be present. If you do see an Irukandji
jellyfish, do not touch it. If you are stung, seek medical attention
immediately.

The Irukandji jellyfish is a small, but deadly creature that can cause severe
pain and even death. It is important to be aware of the risks of swimming in
areas where the jellyfish are known to be present. If you are stung, seek
medical attention immediately.
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