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The California Declaration of Independence is a fascinating document that
tells the story of California's early history and its struggle for independence
from Mexico. Written in 1846, the declaration was a bold act of defiance
that ultimately led to California's annexation by the United States.
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In this article, we will explore the background of the California Declaration
of Independence, its key provisions, and its impact on California's history.
We will also provide a brief biography of Christopher Collier, the author of
the book "California Declaration of Independence: A Journey Through
American History."

Background

The California Declaration of Independence was written during a
tumultuous period in California's history. Mexico had recently gained
independence from Spain, and California was a sparsely populated territory
with a weak Mexican government. American settlers were flooding into
California, and tensions between them and the Mexican government were
rising.

In 1846, a group of American settlers in Sonoma, California, rebelled
against the Mexican government and declared California's independence.
The rebels, who called themselves the Bear Flag Republic, flew a bear flag
over Sonoma and adopted a declaration of independence. The declaration
asserted that California was a free and independent republic and that it was
no longer subject to Mexican rule.
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The Bear Flag Republic was short-lived. American troops soon arrived in
California and took control of the territory. The Bear Flag Republic was
dissolved, and California became a U.S. territory.

Key Provisions

The California Declaration of Independence is a concise document that
sets forth the reasons why the American settlers in California were
declaring their independence from Mexico. The declaration begins with a
preamble that states that the settlers had "the right to establish a new
government" and that they were "determined to be free."

The declaration then lists several grievances against the Mexican
government. These grievances include:

* The Mexican government had failed to provide adequate protection for
the settlers. * The Mexican government had imposed high taxes on the
settlers. * The Mexican government had restricted the settlers' religious
freedom. * The Mexican government had denied the settlers the right to
vote.

The declaration concludes by stating that the settlers were "now free and
independent" and that they would "resist any attempt to subjugate them."

Impact

The California Declaration of Independence had a profound impact on
California's history. The declaration helped to unify the American settlers in
California and to give them a sense of common purpose. It also helped to
convince the U.S. government to annex California.



California became a U.S. state in 1850. The California Declaration of
Independence is still celebrated today as a symbol of California's
independence and its spirit of self-governance.

Christopher Collier

Christopher Collier is an award-winning author and historian. He has
written numerous books on American history, including "The Declaration of
Independence: The Story of the Document That Defined a Nation" and
"The Civil War: A Narrative History."

Collier's book "California Declaration of Independence: A Journey Through
American History" is a comprehensive account of the document and its
impact on California's history. The book is well-written and engaging, and it
provides a valuable insight into this important historical document.

The California Declaration of Independence is a fascinating document that
tells the story of California's early history and its struggle for independence
from Mexico. The declaration was a bold act of defiance that ultimately led
to California's annexation by the United States. Christopher Collier's book
"California Declaration of Independence: A Journey Through American
History" is a comprehensive account of the document and its impact on
California's history. The book is well-written and engaging, and it provides a
valuable insight into this important historical document.
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