
"Father and Son: East Germany in Winter
1978"
In the depths of the Cold War, a young American man named Tobias Wolff
embarked on a life-changing journey to East Germany with his father. The
result is "Father and Son: East Germany in Winter 1978," a captivating and
deeply personal memoir that offers a unique glimpse into a divided nation
and the complex relationship between a father and son.

Wolff's father, a German immigrant who had fled Nazi Germany as a child,
had always longed to return to his homeland. In 1978, he finally received
permission to visit East Germany, and he invited his son to join him. Tobias,
then a 26-year-old writer, was eager to experience the country that had
shaped his father's life.
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The pair arrived in East Germany in the dead of winter. The country was a
stark and alien landscape, with gray skies, drab buildings, and a palpable
sense of oppression. The people they met were wary of strangers, and the
Stasi, the East German secret police, was ever-present.

Despite the challenges, Wolff and his father gradually began to connect
with the people and culture of East Germany. They visited Dresden, a
beautiful city that had been largely destroyed during World War II. They
attended a performance of "The Marriage of Figaro" at the Semper Opera
House, and they marveled at the skill of the musicians and singers.

In Berlin, they visited Checkpoint Charlie, the infamous crossing point
between East and West Germany. They stood in line for hours, watched by
watchful bFree Download guards, and finally crossed into West Berlin. The
contrast between the two cities was striking. West Berlin was a vibrant and
prosperous metropolis, while East Berlin was a drab and austere city.

As the days passed, Wolff began to understand the complexities of East
German life. He learned about the sacrifices that people had made to live in
a communist society. He also learned about the Stasi's pervasive
surveillance and the fear that it instilled in people.

"Father and Son" is not just a travelogue or a memoir. It is also a meditation
on family relationships, memory, and the search for identity. Wolff writes
with honesty and insight about his relationship with his father, and about
the ways in which their experiences in East Germany changed them both.

The book is a must-read for anyone interested in Cold War history,
Germany, or the human condition. It is a powerful and moving story that will
stay with you long after you finish reading it.
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1. Tobias Wolff and his father in East Germany, 1978 (image courtesy of
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