
How to Buy Greek Bouzouki: The Ultimate
Guide for Beginners
The Greek bouzouki is a beautiful and versatile instrument that has been
played for centuries in Greece and throughout the world. It is known for its
distinctive sound, which is both rich and twangy. If you are thinking about
buying a bouzouki, this guide will help you choose the perfect instrument
for your needs.
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Types of Bouzoukis

There are two main types of bouzoukis: the trichordo and the tetrachordo.
The trichordo has three strings, while the tetrachordo has four. The
trichordo is the more traditional type of bouzouki, and it is typically used for
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playing traditional Greek music. The tetrachordo is a more modern type of
bouzouki, and it is often used for playing contemporary Greek music.

Wood Types

Bouzoukis are made from a variety of woods, including walnut, maple, and
spruce. The type of wood used will affect the sound of the instrument.
Walnut is a dense wood that produces a warm, rich sound. Maple is a
lighter wood that produces a brighter, more twangy sound. Spruce is a very
light wood that produces a clear, resonant sound.

Sound Quality

The sound quality of a bouzouki is determined by a number of factors,
including the type of wood used, the construction of the instrument, and the
strings. A well-made bouzouki will have a clear, resonant sound that is both
rich and twangy. The strings should be made from high-quality materials,
and they should be properly tensioned.

Size

Bouzoukis come in a variety of sizes. The most common size is the 3/4
size, which is suitable for most adults. However, there are also 1/2 size and
4/4 size bouzoukis available. The size of the bouzouki will affect the sound
and the playability of the instrument.

Price

The price of a bouzouki can vary depending on the type of wood used, the
construction of the instrument, and the brand. A good quality bouzouki will
typically cost between $500 and $1,000. However, there are also cheaper
and more expensive bouzoukis available.



Where to Buy a Bouzouki

You can buy a bouzouki from a variety of sources, including music stores,
online retailers, and private sellers. If you are buying a bouzouki from a
music store, you will be able to try out the instrument before you buy it. You
can also ask the salesperson for advice on choosing the right bouzouki for
your needs.

Tips for Buying a Bouzouki

Here are a few tips for buying a bouzouki:

Decide what type of bouzouki you want (trichordo or tetrachordo).

Consider the wood type you want (walnut, maple, or spruce).

Check the sound quality of the instrument before you buy it.

Make sure the strings are made from high-quality materials and are
properly tensioned.

Choose a size that is comfortable for you to play.

Set a budget before you start shopping.

Buying a bouzouki is a great investment in your musical journey. With a
little research, you can find the perfect instrument for your needs. Whether
you are a beginner or an experienced player, a bouzouki will bring you
years of enjoyment.
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