
Restoration of Old Violins Advanced
Techniques Part Six General Points Part Six
Here are some general points to keep in mind when restoring old violins.
These tips will help you achieve the best possible results and avoid
damaging the instrument.
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1. Use the right tools and materials.

The tools and materials you use will have a big impact on the quality of
your restoration work. Make sure to use high-quality tools that are
specifically designed for violin restoration. This includes a good set of
screwdrivers, a sharp knife, a scraper, and a pair of pliers. You will also
need a variety of materials, such as glue, varnish, and sandpaper.

2. Take your time.
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Violin restoration is a delicate process that requires patience and care.
Don't try to rush through the process, as this will only increase the risk of
damaging the instrument. Take your time and do the job right.

3. Be careful not to damage the original finish.

The original finish on an old violin is often very delicate. Be careful not to
damage it when you are cleaning or repairing the instrument. If you need to
remove the finish, do so carefully using a chemical stripper. Do not use
sandpaper or other abrasive materials, as these will damage the wood.

4. Make sure the repairs are structurally sound.

When you are making repairs to an old violin, it is important to make sure
that they are structurally sound. This means that the repairs should be
strong enough to withstand the stress of playing the instrument. Use high-
quality glue and make sure that the joints are tight. Avoid using nails or
screws, as these can damage the wood.

5. Test the instrument before you finish it.

Once you have completed the repairs, test the instrument to make sure that
it is playing properly. Check the intonation, the sound, and the playability. If
you are not satisfied with the results, make any necessary adjustments
before you finish the instrument.

6. Protect the instrument from further damage.

Once you have restored an old violin, it is important to protect it from further
damage. This means storing it in a cool, dry place and avoiding exposing it
to extreme temperatures or humidity. You should also clean the instrument
regularly and apply a new coat of varnish every few years.



By following these general points, you can help ensure that your violin
restoration project is a success. With patience and care, you can restore an
old violin to its former glory and enjoy playing it for years to come.

Restoring old violins is a challenging but rewarding process. By following
the tips in this article, you can achieve the best possible results and avoid
damaging the instrument. With patience and care, you can restore an old
violin to its former glory and enjoy playing it for years to come.
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