
The Great Emu War: A Hilarious and
Humiliating Chapter in Australian History
In 1932, Australia was in the midst of a severe drought. The drought had
caused widespread crop failures, and the government was desperate to
find a way to feed the starving population. One of the government's
solutions was to launch a campaign to kill emus, which were seen as a pest
that was destroying crops.
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The government hired a group of soldiers to hunt down and kill the emus.
The soldiers were armed with machine guns, and they were confident that
they would be able to quickly and easily wipe out the emu population.

However, the soldiers were in for a surprise. The emus were much more
resilient than the government had anticipated. They were able to outrun the
soldiers, and they were even able to withstand being shot at. The emus
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also proved to be very intelligent, and they were able to adapt to the
soldiers' tactics.

The war dragged on for several months, and the government eventually
gave up. The emus had won, and the government had been humiliated.

The Great Emu War is now considered one of the most bizarre and
humiliating military defeats in Australian history. It is a story that is often told
with a mixture of humor and regret.

The Causes of the Great Emu War

There were several factors that contributed to the outbreak of the Great
Emu War. One of the most important factors was the drought that was
ravaging Australia in 1932. The drought had caused widespread crop
failures, and the government was desperate to find a way to feed the
starving population.

Another factor that contributed to the war was the government's decision to
introduce a bounty on emus. The government hoped that the bounty would
encourage farmers to kill emus, which would reduce the number of birds
that were destroying crops.

However, the bounty had the opposite effect. It encouraged farmers to
breed emus, so that they could collect the bounty. This led to a sharp
increase in the emu population, which further exacerbated the problem of
crop destruction.

The Course of the Great Emu War



The Great Emu War began in November 1932, when the government hired
a group of soldiers to hunt down and kill emus. The soldiers were armed
with machine guns, and they were confident that they would be able to
quickly and easily wipe out the emu population.

However, the soldiers were in for a surprise. The emus were much more
resilient than the government had anticipated. They were able to outrun the
soldiers, and they were even able to withstand being shot at. The emus
also proved to be very intelligent, and they were able to adapt to the
soldiers' tactics.

The war dragged on for several months, and the government eventually
gave up. The emus had won, and the government had been humiliated.

The Legacy of the Great Emu War

The Great Emu War is now considered one of the most bizarre and
humiliating military defeats in Australian history. It is a story that is often told
with a mixture of humor and regret.

The war had a number of unintended consequences. One of the most
significant consequences was the damage it did to the Australian
government's reputation. The government was seen as incompetent and
ineffective, and it lost the confidence of many Australians.

The war also had a negative impact on the emu population. The soldiers
killed thousands of emus, and the population has never fully recovered.
Emus are now considered a protected species in Australia, and it is illegal
to hunt them.



The Great Emu War is a reminder that even the most well-intentioned plans
can go awry. It is also a reminder that nature is often more powerful than
humans.
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