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War is a scourge that has plagued humanity for centuries. It has caused
untold suffering and destruction, and it continues to threaten our very
existence. But where does war come from? And what can we do to prevent
it?
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These are the questions that this book seeks to answer. In The Roots of
War and the Paths to Peace, renowned peace scholar Dr. Johan Galtung
offers a comprehensive analysis of the causes of war and the steps we can
take to build a more peaceful world.

Dr. Galtung argues that war is not inevitable. It is a choice that we make as
a society. And it is a choice that we can unmake.
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In this book, Dr. Galtung provides a roadmap for peace. He identifies the
key factors that contribute to war, and he offers practical solutions for
addressing these factors.

The Roots of War and the Paths to Peace is an essential read for anyone
who wants to understand the causes of war and the paths to peace. It is a
book that can help us build a better future for ourselves and for our
children.

The Roots of War

Dr. Galtung identifies three main roots of war: poverty, inequality, and
environmental degradation.

Poverty

Poverty is a major cause of war because it creates desperation and
instability. When people are struggling to meet their basic needs, they are
more likely to resort to violence.

Poverty can also lead to conflict between different groups of people. For
example, poor people may resent the wealthy, and they may feel that they
have nothing to lose by engaging in violence.

Inequality

Inequality is another major cause of war. When there is a large gap
between the rich and the poor, it can create resentment and frustration.
This can lead to conflict between different groups of people, as the poor
may feel that they are being treated unfairly.



Inequality can also lead to war between countries. For example, countries
that are poor and underdeveloped may feel that they are being exploited by
richer countries. This can lead to conflict, as the poor countries may try to
overthrow the governments of the richer countries.

Environmental degradation

Environmental degradation is a third major cause of war. When the
environment is damaged, it can create scarcity of resources, such as water
and food. This can lead to conflict between different groups of people, as
they compete for these scarce resources.

Environmental degradation can also lead to war between countries. For
example, countries that are experiencing water shortages may try to seize
control of water resources in other countries. This can lead to conflict, as
the countries that are defending their water resources may not be willing to
give them up.

The Paths to Peace

Dr. Galtung argues that there are five key paths to peace:

1. Reducing poverty

Reducing poverty is essential for preventing war. When people have their
basic needs met, they are less likely to resort to violence.

There are many ways to reduce poverty, such as providing education and
job training, and investing in infrastructure.

2. Reducing inequality



Reducing inequality is also essential for preventing war. When there is a
more equitable distribution of wealth and resources, people are less likely
to feel resentment and frustration.

There are many ways to reduce inequality, such as progressive taxation,
investing in social programs, and promoting fair trade.

3. Protecting the environment

Protecting the environment is essential for preventing war. When the
environment is healthy, it can provide us with the resources we need to
survive.

There are many ways to protect the environment, such as reducing
pollution, conserving water, and using renewable energy sources.

4. Promoting dialogue and understanding

Promoting dialogue and understanding is essential for preventing war.
When people from different cultures and backgrounds can communicate
with each other, they are less likely to fear and misunderstand each other.

There are many ways to promote dialogue and understanding, such as
educational programs, cultural exchanges, and peacebuilding initiatives.

5. Building a culture of peace

Building a culture of peace is essential for preventing war. When people
have a deep-seated belief in peace, they are less likely to resort to
violence.



There are many ways to build a culture of peace, such as teaching children
about peace, promoting nonviolent conflict resolution, and supporting
peace organizations.

War is a choice that we make as a society. And it is a choice that we can
unmake.

By addressing the roots of war and promoting the paths to peace, we can
build a more just and peaceful world for ourselves and for our children.

The Roots of War and the Paths to Peace is an essential read for anyone
who wants to understand the causes of war and the paths to peace. It is a
book that can help us build a better future for ourselves and for our
children.
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